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Sardis Academy returns to our
calendar this month. Please join
us on Wednesday evenings in
April for fellowship meals and
activities. Dinners will be served
at 5:45; activities begin at 6:30.
Delicious meals will be provided
by Price’s Fried Chicken and
catering by Rico’s Kitchen.

Did you know that little acts of service can have
large cumulative effects? Such was the case for Sardis’ Inaugural
Saturdays of Service during the season of Lent. More than 35
different people lent their helping hands to contribute over 100
hours of community service during six events.
In February, Sardis brought snacks and goodies to our friends at
CMPD, hymn-caroled at two assisted-living homes, and made
wreathes and table decorations for Ronald McDonald House.
In March, Sardis made more than 150 sandwiches for Urban
Ministry, sent a work crew to the Habitat Restore, and delivered care
items to the families and staff of Hospice Southminster.
Stay tuned for more opportunities for service.
A little help will go a long way!
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On April 6th, Maria Elena Floren
will lead us in games and
activities based on improvisation classes that she has taken
in recent years. Sardis youth
and adults will participate
together, and in the past this
has been a favorite activity!
On April 13th, Krista Sigmon,
certified holistic health coach,
will be joining us to talk about
nourishing ourselves and our
families through simple diet
and lifestyle changes.

a spiritually progressive community of faith

In the Adult Bible Study we’re studying Genesis, and we’ve been lingering in the Garden of Eden for a few weeks. In this
garden, the world is as God intended it to be: women and men work in partnership with one another; ecosystems remain intact,
untainted by pollution; and all of creation recognizes the presence of God in its midst. Eden is safe. It’s a sanctuary.
That word sanctuary gets me thinking, because we have one of our own here at Sardis. We also call it a meetinghouse and a worship space. In this space, we seek to be partners, creating an environment where all are valued and protected and celebrated, and
where together, we worship the One who made us, who loves us, who delights in us, and who desires to see us live into our potential. The hope is that the environment we create in our sanctuary will be fluid and mobile, and will extend beyond our walls.
Unfortunately, we don’t live in a vacuum. When the sanctuary doors swing open, we needn’t go very far to find vulnerable and
dangerous spaces in our city: chronic homelessness and hunger, pollution, gentrification, accounts of domestic violence and wage discrepancy, and fear and hatred of differences in faith, gender, sexuality, nationality, or skin color. Don’t believe me? Our
legislature will allow this city to be a sanctuary for bees and birds, but not people
(well at least not people who are different from accepted norms).
As people of faith, we MUST demand better. Our definition of sanctuary cannot be
limited to a building, or day and time of the week. We must be living sanctuaries.
Every conversation, interaction, and transaction we participate in must be seen as an
opportunity to extend God’s sanctuary.
In the month ahead, I challenge you to see how fluid your sanctuary can be. Such
work might lead us back to a garden. May it be so!

Joe Wall is Sardis’ own basketball star! He was the second highest men’s
scorer at Pleasant Grove High School his junior year. He played for
Eastern Alamance the following year due to school consolidation.
Changing schools didn’t change his activities much as he drove a school bus for both. What he remembers about his bus route, which included many dirt roads, was being enveloped in dust when the bus
came to a stop and the possibility of getting stuck when rain stirred the dust up into mud.
As the son of public school teachers, he and his siblings found education very important. Joe graduated
from Duke University, having majored in history, and received his law degree from UNC-CH. His law studies
were interrupted by a tour of duty in Viet Nam, where he was stationed at US Army headquarters in Long
Binh. On his way home, Joe stopped over in Hawaii for a short vacation. He resumed law school after a
few months of working for a lawyer in Graham and another month or so of touring Europe.
Today Joe works at Jordan, Price, Wall, et al in Raleigh. Civil litigation primarily on the defense side is Joe’s
main focus though he has done a little of just about everything. Trucking and bus companies rely on his
expertise when their vehicles are involved in an accident.
Joe met Betty at a Christmas party for Wake County employees soon after he started
working in Raleigh. Her daughter Mary was 5 at the time. Today grandchildren are a
main source of pleasure for Joe and Betty. They enjoy spending time with Joe and
Katie, watching soccer games and going to swim meets. K K the cat was added to
their family last year.
Walking and reading are other leisure time activities. Joe prefers biography and history, particularly military history. He also likes to keep up with, watch, and study politics. Karnecki, Hayes, and Maddow are some of his favorite commentators.
Joe enjoys the progressive theology of Sardis, and his insightful comments are appreciated by the adult Sunday School class he attends.
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Sardis Baptist Church

 Team leaders for our Lenten Saturdays of Service:
Melissa Bowlin, Janette Grassi, Kathryn Kreutzer, Howell
Peterson, Susan Phillips, John Simpson and Jacqueline
Stillerman; and thank you to all who participated with
your contributions, time and prayers—too many to
name!

 Linda Cook, Barbara Mosley, Mary Jane Osborne and
Becky Proctor have been sorting and organizing 20+
years of anthems and hymns for our music department. Their work continues, and we are grateful!

 Linda Cook, Janie Harris, Barbara Mosley, and Mary
Jane Osborne for their hard work in prayer garden

 Jonathan Eidson, Jim Owen, David Sigmon and Bob
Stillerman for purchasing and laying pine needles in
the prayer garden and around the church

 Kristin Jackson, Danny & Susan Phillips and John Simpson for arranging the sanctuary for our Good Friday
community service

 Mark Catoe, Tillie Duncan and Susan Phillips for helping to prepare for our Easter Sunrise service

 Jim Owen and Howell Peterson for pressure
washing the walkway and columns

March 27th—Apr 2nd ~ Howell Peterson
April 3rd—April 9th ~ Danny & Susan Phillips
April 10th—April 16th ~ Priyemskiy Family
Mike, Tamara, Melvin, Stephen & Vadim
April 17th—April 23rd ~ Rick & Becky Proctor
April 24th—April 30th ~ Mala Reynolds

Prayers of Celebration and Anticipation
 The Byrd Family  Katey Kelly & Jose Mata
 Scottie Stamper  Bob & Jacqueline Stillerman 
The Williams Family 

Prayers for Comfort, Healing and Strength
 Elzene Corbett, Janet Beltzhoover’s mom 
Ben Cooley, Ruthye’s husband  Nancy Darnell 
Betty Deason  Don Hill  Irena Hramenkova 
Andy Jackie and Family, Kristin Jackson’s uncle 

 Chris Mair, Susan Phillips and Bob Stillerman for
taking care of our recycling

 Janet Beltzhooever, Sarah Bowlin, Olivia Dumez, Betty
Gunz, Chris Mair, Elizabeth Mosley and Valerie Rutherford for the love and care they share with our children
in worship care

 Marge Fowler, Janette Grassi, David Kreutzer and Jim
Owen for offering the invocation prayer

 Alcie Kreutzer, Howell Peterson, Becky Proctor and Joe
Wall for leading our Lenten Reflections and extinguishing the Tenebrae candles

 Olivia Dumez, Blake and Brook Grubbs, Madison

Friends and Family of Jeffrey Johnson, Scottie
Stamper’s cousin  Henry Jurney  William Kruger
 Lennox Manswell, Sandy Manswell’s father 
Jason Matthews & Sabrina Welly, friends of Kathryn
Kreutzer  Pete McSwain, Tillie Duncan’s brother-inlaw  Becky Proctor  Mala Reynolds  June Ross
 June Ross’ daughters  Bill Sease, Becky Owen’ s
brother  Friends and Family of Mirra Smith 
Friends and Family of Sarah Tillman 

Kreutzer, Matthew Mair, Abby, Hannah, Michael and
Magay Shepard-Moore for serving as acolytes

 Sarah Bowlin, Janette Grassi, Larry Harrill, Erin
Kennedy, David Kreutzer, William Kruger, Howell Peterson, Abby, Hannah and Michael Shepard-Moore for
serving as greeters, ushers and vestibule volunteers

 Linda Cook, Chris Mair & Jim Owen for their ongoing
efforts to keep bills paid and finances in order

 Betty Gunz and Magay Shepard for their consistent
care of the sidewalk planters
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Sardis Baptist Church — Youth & Children

Sardis Youth (and friends) will gather at the
meetinghouse at 2 PM on Sunday, April 10th
and spend the afternoon at Little Tree in Enderly Park. Please note the time and date
change—2:00 at the Sardis Meetinghouse!
Then they’ll enjoy dinner at Pinky’s Westside
Grill. Parents, plan to pick your kiddos up
from the church at 6:30 PM.
“We live in a fragmented world plagued by
disconnection, distraction, and injustice. But
there is hope, there is another way. QC
Family Tree works to embody an alternative,
a way of life that is centered, whole, and
founded on love. We who call ourselves QC
Family Tree seek to be kinfolk rooted in discipleship in West Charlotte.
When you come to visit The Family Tree, you
will see family in action. You will see that we
are about the business of joining God in the
work of creativity. We’ll
be telling stories,
singing songs, making art, growing
gardens, and
chasing after
the lively Spirit
who inspires us to
work together to build a
better neighborhood…
to build a better world.”

Spring Break has come and gone, that means it’s
time to start planning for summer! Sardis Youth will
join an ecumenical group of teens from churches
near and far for nearly a week of fun, faith and missions. They’ll attend PassportMissions at Averett University in Danville, Virginia from July 3rd-8th.

Visit

passportcamps.org for more information. Let Pastor
Jonathan know if you or your kiddo(s) would like to
join the fun.

Sardis youth will kick off summer vacation just a little bit early at a slumber
party at the Shepard-Moore’s lake house.
Activities will include fishing, swimming, kayaking, playing board games,
eating junk food and making s’mores.
Jonathan Eidson and another volunteer
chaperone will keep a watchful eye on
the activities while joining in the fun
himself. Much fun will be had and many
memories will be made. Mark your calendars now so you won’t
miss this event. The party is
scheduled for May 13thMay 14th.

www.qcfamilytree.org

Mecklenburg Ministries’ Youth Leadership Council is an interfaith
group of high school leaders who meet monthly, September through
May, to address issues in our city, build interfaith/interracial
relationships, and serve the community. Erin Kennedy, Abby and Hannah Shepard-Moore are members of
MeckMin’s Youth Council. They have established a gofundme site to help support their group:
www.gofundme.com/meckminyc. MeckMin offers a chance for youth and adults alike to join in the dialogue and
relationship with Charlotteans of all different backgrounds. Please consider contributing to their efforts.
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Sardis Baptist Church — Worship

WORSHIP LEADERS

MINISTER OF MUSIC UPDATE

APRIL 3, 2016

We will enjoy and appreciate the gifts that
Rev. Scottie Stamper brings to Sardis
through the end of May. Meanwhile, your
deacons are in the process of recruiting
candidates for our new minister of music.

Greeter / Vestibule Volunteer—Ron Demme
Ushers—Ron Demme, Abby & Hannah
Shepard-Moore
Worship Care—Lisa Kennedy and
Maria Elena Floren
Deacon—John Simpson, 704.591.0890
APRIL 10, 2016
Greeter / Vestibule Volunteer—Marge Fowler
Ushers—Marge Fowler, Michael Shepard-Moore
and Jeff Jackson
Worship Care—Maria & Joey Byrd
Deacon—Kristin Jackson, 704.618.6213
APRIL 17, 2016
Greeter / Vestibule Volunteer—Larry Harrill
Ushers—Larry Harrill, Lisa & Erin Kennedy
Worship Care—Chris Mair & Elizabeth Mosley
Deacon—Kathryn Kreutzer, 704.241.6927

We’ve posted our Minister of Music
position with ministry partners, at nearby
institutions of higher education and
interested candidates are also learning
through word-of-mouth. We are reviewing
resumes that have been submitted and we
expect to begin scheduling interviews this
month. Look for updates from the deacons
in next month’s issue of signposts and
during church announcements.

We extend heartfelt sympathies
to the families and friends of
William Burleson
(relative of Jo Tiddy)

APRIL 24, 2016
Greeter / Vestibule Volunteer—William Kruger
Ushers—William Kruger, Maria Elena Floren
and Howell Peterson
Worship Care—Tamara Priyemskiy and
Valerie Rutherford
Deacon—Melissa Bowlin, 704.458.9773
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Sardis Baptist Church — Calendar

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

3

4

5

6

7

8

14

15

16

22

23

Fellowship
Meal-5:45 PM

Sunday School9:45 AM

Sardis Academy6:30 PM

Worship-11:00 AM

Choir-7:45 PM

10

11

12

13

Trustees Meeting8:00 AM @ Phil’s Deli
Fellowship
Meal-5:45 PM

Sunday School9:45 AM
Worship-11:00 AM

Sardis Academy6:30 PM

Youth Event4:30 PM

Choir-7:45 PM

17

18

19

20

Sunday School9:45 AM

Fellowship
Meal-5:45 PM

Worship-11:00 AM

Sardis Academy6:30 PM

Deacon’s Meeting12:15 PM

24

21

EARTH DAY

Choir-7:45 PM

25

26

27

Sunday School9:45 AM

Fellowship
Meal-5:45 PM

Worship-11:00 AM

Sardis Academy6:30 PM

Quarterly Conference12:00 PM

28

29

30

Choir-7:45 PM

“These two visions of Christianity—one emphasizing the next world and what we must believe and do in
order to get there, the other emphasizing God’s passion for the transformation of this world—are very
different. Yet they use the same language and share the same sacred scripture, the same Bible. What
separates them is how the shared language is understood—whether within the framework of heaven-andhell Christianity or within the framework of God’s passion for transformation in this world.” ~ Marcus J. Borg
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Sardis Baptist Church — Business

February 28th, 2016
Ministry Plan Fund

$ 925.16

TOTAL:

$ 925.16

March 6th, 2016
$ 30.00
$ 450.00
$ 5,824.00

TOTAL:

$ 6,304.00

March 13th, 2016
Youth / Children Fund
Ministry Plan Fund

$ 135.00
$ 524.00

TOTAL:

$ 659.00

March 20th, 2016
TOTAL:
March 27th, 2016
Youth / Children Fund
Meetinghouse Rental
Endowment Proceeds
Ministry Plan Fund
TOTAL:

uled for Sunday, April 24th. Please plan
to stay for a few minutes following worship to hear an update from the deacons

Youth / Children Fund
Meetinghouse Rental
Ministry Plan Fund

Ministry Plan Fund

Our next quarterly conference is sched-

$ 2,157.00
$ 2,157.00
$
15.00
$ 100.00
$ 947.22
$ 2,541.00
$ 3,603.22

Your financial contributions play a key role in
our success. Thank you for continued support of
the ministries of Sardis Baptist Church.

on our search for a Minister of Music, a
financial report from the trustees, progress on the development of the Miller
Property and a report from the Board on
Committees.

SARDIS STAFF
Rev. Bob Stillerman, Pastor
bobstillerman77@gmail.com / 919.810.4044
Rev. Tillie Duncan, Associate Pastor
sardistillie@yahoo.com / 704.562.6599
Rev. Jonathan Eidson, Associate Pastor
sardisjonathan@yahoo.com / 704.622.9984
Rev. Scottie Stamper, Interim Minister of Music
scottiestamper@mac.com / 704.340.0317
Irena Hramenkova, Pianist

Congratulations to Ruthye Cooley! She was recently awarded the honor of
performing at Carnegie Hall in New York City! We are pleased to count Ruthye
as one of many talented musicians who sing with the Sardis choir!
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Sardis Baptist has long had a relationship with Rev. LeDayne Polaski, Executive Director of the Baptist
Peace Fellowship of North America. We’ve welcomed her to Sardis on multiple occasions to participate in worship and to lead our congregation in various lessons about peace and justice in our world.
We are pleased that with the approval of our 2016 Ministry Plan we’ve become an official partner congregation to BPFNA. The following statement from their website expounds on their missions statement—”Witnessing to God’s peace rooted in justice ~ working together until it comes.” For more information, visit their website at www.bpfna.org.
“BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz is the largest network of Baptist peacemakers in the world. We celebrate and
support the peacemaking work done by Baptist churches in our four home countries of Canada, the United
States, Puerto Rico and Mexico by raising the visibility of these efforts; bringing peacemakers together in regional and international gatherings; and providing resources, speakers and training to our members. We
also actively connect with peacemakers from other traditions, faith-based and
secular, to build alliances and work together toward our common goal of a
more just and peaceful world. “
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