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SUNDAY
SCHEDULE

9:45 AM
Sunday School

11:00 AMd
Morning Worship

INTRODUCTION TO ADVENT

magine a crowds
sallor sits high atop the mast of
the ship. He or she waits patient-
ly. They are looking for land.
When land first appears, it is far
off on the horizon, hardly recog-
nizable. But as the ship draws
closer and closer, the land is seen
more clearly, and the sailor

grows excited with each passing
day: What will we do when we
finally arrive?

Such is the season of Advent. The prophet Isaiah tells us of a leader
who will bring peace, hope, joy, and love into the world. In the begin-
ning of Advent, our bodies adjust to shorter days and longer nights.
And the promise of Christmas is but a faint echo. But as the season
matures, the Christ Child seems close enough to touch. And we beam
with excitement 8 What will the world look and feel like when he ar-
rives? We busy ourselves in preparation.

This Advent season, we invite you to come and rest at Sardis. Yes, we
will be busy in preparation. But we will also rest in the stillness of

God, and in the certainty of the promise that awaits. Each week, we
will explore a different theme of Advent through three lenses: story,

to hear the ancient story anew.

song, and proclamati on. Wed |l | he
who exemplified peace, hope, joy,
Broadway Show Tunes that express our emotions in ways that simple

words cannot . And wedl |l | isten t
present.

The Christ Child is coming, ydall/l

A

ngst .

ADVENT

First%un&a;'/ o?A%I\Jen?
Sunday, November 27
Church -wide Breakfast, 9 AM
Hanging of the Greens, 10 AM
Worship, 11 AM

Performance of Hansel and Gretel
Saturday, December 3, 7 PM

Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 4
Worship, 11 AM

Christmas Party & Room In The Inn
Saturday, December 10, 6 PM

Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 11
Worship, 11 AM
Advent Labyrinth Walk, 6 PM

Sardis Christmas Caroling
Wednesday, December 14, 5 PM

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 18
Worship, 11 AM
Drop -In at the Stillermans, 1 -4 PM

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24
Family Photos by Chrismon Tree, 5 PM

It N ecanMefyht Serfics, GPM higqto
gdqnd | ove. We &1 | he¢ar
Christmas Day
unday, Pecember 25
t hV\%rshl\g’ ﬁI\PDI% Su a%/gchoo?) pes k's

New Years Day

C o mendgy, daquay 1 s
Worship, 11 AM (No Sunday School)

as
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a spiritually progressive community of faith

[ LIFT UP MINE EYES...

Rev. Bob Stillerman

The holidays are busy! And inour busy-n e s s , itds not

pause and offer thanksgiving 0 after all, there are turkeys to baste,
and Christmas presents to buy, and lights to string up, and meetings
to attend. During the month of November, Sardis members used
Sardis Academy as a space to reflect on the theology of Thanksgiving.

er, a distant relative, an old co-worker, etc.)
4B. What is your relationship to this person?
4C. Why are you thankful for them?

5. Repeat 4A4C

6. Name something you use every day that you are grateful for, but
rarely remember to give thanks for (phone, car, etc.)

7. Name a simple convenience you are grateful for, but often take for
granted. (running water, a roof, a warm coat, etc.)

8. Name one basic thing about your health that you are thankful for
(breathing, walking, seeing, etc.) CONTINUED ON BACK

We considered Paul ds |l etter to t
notes and made goodie bags for behind-the-scenes Sardis workers;

we discussed how and why we should pray; and we even wrote our
ownMad-Li b style communal prayer of
the back cover of Signposts).

This month, we invite your family to write its own Mad -Lib prayer(s).
It will only take moment, but perhaps this simple exercise will help
remind you of the real reason for the season.

Part One:

1A. Name your favorite place to go on vacation.

1B. What is your favorite thing about this place? (A body of water, the
time of day, the climate, etc.)

2A. What dish are you most looking forward to eating at Thanksgiv-

ing dinner?

2B. What is your favorite part of this dish? (How the cheese crackles,
does it smell good, what your Mama makes best, etc.)

3A. What is your favorite food?

3B. How many helpings would you eat if you were really hungry.

(Be honest! I f you say one help
4A. Name a person in your life that you are thankful for. Try to think

of someone you havendt thought a
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SARDIS PEOPLE ~
SARAH BOWLIN
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phone calls she received when working
with Animal Control, this was the message

0Thereds a

Sarah Bowlin liked least. One of her favor-
ite experiences with the department was
finding a stolen dog and having the pleas-
ure of reuniting the pet with his owner.

As an entrepreneur, Sarah has started her
own pet and house sitting service. Her cli-
ents keep her busy enough that at times
she even recruits her mother to help care
for the pets.

Sarah has been a member of Sardis for 18
years. She first came with her mother, Melis-
sa, as a child and has grown up here. She
was always a faithful member of the youth
group and has been of the church as a
whole. She was away for a few years while
studying at Mars Hill College, earning a B.S.
in Business Administration in 2012.

Recently Sarah underwent surgery to repair

an old soccer injury. Nerve damage from a

‘knee injury led to a dropped foot, and she

iwfll ledmSiMeOtdw wheRslUflthe SufydnPuiad t €
successful in correcting that. Having pro-
gresged tp wearing gboat gnher foot, sha n
will return to work the week after celebrat-
ing Thanksgiving.

(o]

Besides the exciting experiences of her job,
Sarah is excited at living in her own home,
which she purchased last year. She loves
decorating it and is looking forward to mak-

ing the whole house look like Christmas!
She also enjoys hosting, so is quick to invite
people over. A Opeop
loves the feeling of home she has at Sardis,
knowing that she can always count on her
church family.
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Sardis Baptist Church

21RISH || TH1A K
] HAN
((be LiGHT OF Thchum\s STAR TO YOU &YO U

THhE WaArRMTH OF HOME AND HEARTH TO YOLUI
TheE Chee€r AN0 GOOD WILL OF FRIENDS TO YOU!

The LOVE OF ThE SON AND GOD’S PEACE TO YOU The work of the church requires the efforts of many people!
Sardis is a place for you to feel the love of God and also for you
to offer Godds |l ove to others
PRAYER CHAIN CONTACT thank for their participation in our November efforts!
Melissa Bowlin _ o _
704.458.9773 ~ mbowlin@cmpd.org Worship Care: Maria Elena Floren, Betty Gunz, Lisa Kennedy,

Kathryn Kreutzer, Valerie Rutherford, Jacqueline Stillerman,

Jourdan Askins and Fam|| | 2/ aspeqaljhankyoyipSusgy Rnifipgfor plangng and

leading our recent'Worship Care Training Session.

Sarah Bowlin A Suzettle JBuchan, Danny Phillips®
) Worship Leaders: Melissa Bowlin, Linda Cook, Ron Demme, Tillie
sl ster A Ben Cool gy, Bdhchn o¥aBal Erison BIEkSGRIBS B@oke GrLAbs, Betty

Nel son Cooper, friend @f]| FP@&n-anHyr fisgndacksoniiary KeamszErn iengedy,

Madison Kreutzer, Kathryn Kreutzer, William Kruger, Jim Owen,

Corbett, Janet Beltzhopvier @i Pe’f@r@oﬂ%usanéﬁillips, Brahdbh Rufheho@, Bannah

Cureton, Ruthye Cool ey|ds b Shspardieore John Sinpson, ol Sligrman, Jacqueline
Stillerman, Jo Tiddy, Joe Wall
Darnel | A Betty Deaf o|n A Bet sy & Don
. Fellowship: Janet Beltzhoover, Melissa Bowlin, Kathryn Kreutzer,
DePaul A Don Hi || A Lr Snloflen, Ill_(g\ﬁell‘%é@tgom éﬁsgn\f’hﬁips, Maégy Shepard
Dori s Hunter, Anne Ei dp o %ﬁldindﬁ@%urﬂsfe&ers (Woﬁrkday HeIpe]rsf%IQnt@rs, Mis-

Jurney A Hudson Newbl oju gegllaneousy Melissa BowlindindafCepkgBetty Gunz, Kathryn

Kreutzer, Madison Kreutzer, William Kruger, Jim Owen, Howell

nep hew of Jani e Harris R Pet&'sgn,\%ﬁmk/ IJhiIIipsPsﬁsén ﬁ]iﬁip§, I\Po\gﬁy Shepatd, John

Mal a Reynol ds A Bill] Jease, B eIy Bopsilemas s
brother A June RoOss A Tluisgings Jree Hajrers: JimeOyen, JoejWadl, Alcie Kyegizer,
. David Kreutzer, Kaleb Kreutzer, Kathryn Kreutzer, John Simpson,
for Kreutzer kids A Hetty Zi mmegf, Q@ Man

friend of Hllary Kearns Financial Duties: Linda Cook & Jim Owen

Weekly prayer

FOCUQ

November 27 i December 3rd: Luis & Olinda Floren
December 4th fi December 10th: Luis Floren
December 11th i December 17th: Maria Elena Floren
December 18th fi December 24th: Marge Fowler

December 25th i December 31st: Dana & Kelli Furgurson

on our community
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Sardis Baptist Church fi Youth & Children

DECEMBER 4th YOUTH EVENT

Our youth group has created a tradition in recent
years of gathering at the home of Kristin & Jeff
Jackson for a Christmas Party and gift exchange.
Youth will gather at the meetinghouse at 4:30 PM
on the afternoon of December 4th and caravan to
the Jacksons?o.

Each youth brings one unmarked gift for the ex-
change. Gifts for the event have included home-
made baked goods, candy and other inexpensive
items ($10 or less). lItis always amazing to see
how creative our youth can be. Please make eve-
ry effort for your youth to join us. Contact J
Swizzle for more information.

SARDIS REUNION 7=

Sardis hopes to be a community
that comes together to worship
and deepen our relationships
with God and each other. It
brings us great joy to see
friendships continue, even
even when families move to
other places! Joy Kate and
Nora Williams recently reunited
with Blakely and Brooke Grubbs
for a playdate while they were all in
town. Thanks be to God for our friends and fellowship!

Jackson Mosley -Mair
was recently selected
for the ALL COUNTY
HONORS ORCHESTRA
Join us in congratulat-
ing him on such an im-
pressive accomplish-
ment! Jackson plays
the cello.

Our youth ski retreat is January 20th -22nd in
Ghent, West Virginia. Our kids will be skiing and
snhowboarding at Winterplace Ski Resort with oth-

er participants in this annual CBF retreat. Our
group will leave in time on Friday to allow for
some night skiing when they arrive, and the trip
will include their lift ticket for skiing on Saturday.

This yeards worship | eader |
She is a former social worker, youth minister and
PassPort Camps pastor (some youth may have
met her in years past). Music will be led by Paul
& Courtney Dow, Jacob Blount and TJ Rodriguez.

Pastor Jonathan can share more details with you.
This is a favorite youth activity! A reservation will
make a wonderful Christmas present!
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Sardis Baptist Church i Worship

ADVENT WORSHIP LEADERS

DECEMBER 4, 2016
Worship Care: Janette Grassi and Jacqueline Stillerman
Greeter/Vestibule Volunteer: Ron Demme

Ushers: Ron Demme, Abby Shepard-Moore,
Hannah Shepard-Moore

DECEMBER 11, 2016

Worship Care: Krista Sigmon and
Hannah Shepard-Moore

Greeter/Vestibule Volunteer:

Ushers: Magay Shepard, Michael Shepard-Moore,
Janette Grassi

Marge Fowler

DECEMBER 18, 2016
Worship Care: Maria Byrd and Joey Byrd
Greeter/Vestibule Volunteer:  Larry Harrill
Ushers: Larry Harrill, Erin Kennedy, Lisa Kennedy

CHRISTMAS EVE, 6 PM

No Worship Care Today -
All Children Welcome In Worship!

Greeter/Vestibule Volunteer: TBD
Ushers: David, Dylan & Kaleb Kreutzer

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY

No Worship Care Today -
All Children Welcome In Worship!

Greeter/Vestibule Volunteer:  William Kruger

Ushers: William Kruger, Maria Elena Floren,
Howell Peterson

DEACONS
Melissa Bowlin fi 704.458.9773, mbowlin@cmpd.org
Kristin Jackson fi 704.618.6213, kpj@carolina.rr.com
Kathryn Kreutzer i 704.241.6927, kathrynkreutzer@gmail.com
John Simpsoni 704.591.0890, drjohnsimpson@yahoo.com

In America, we have the Nutcracker ballet as a
Christmas tradition. But in Germany during
Christmastime, you're more likely to see the
German opera Hansel and Gretel on stage. This
opera by Engelbert Humperdinck has a long
Christmas tradition and its own set of hits, like the
Gingerbread Waltz and the Witches' Ride .

The Little Opera Company of Charlotte (LOCO)

is a performing arts group that presents offbeat
productions of classic operas. LOCO was found-

ed on the belief that opera is for everyone! Sar-
dis Baptist is hosting a
Hansel and Gretel on Saturday, December 3rd

at 7 PM. Our own minister of music, Hilary Kearns,
has the lead role of Gretel. Adult tickets are $10

at the door; children are free. We look forward

to seeing you here!

. ‘ﬂ If you are unable to make it on
: \‘ the 3rd, other performances
. will be held on Friday,
December 2nd, 7 PM at
Cool Springs United
Methodist Church in
Statesville and Sun
day, December 4th,
3 PM at Epworth
United Methodist
Church in Concord.

per

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Community Worship does not JUST happen on Sun-
day mornings! Join us at 5 PM on Wednesday,
December 14th as we put worship into action.
Wed6l | caravan around
Christmas carols to friends and en-

joying good eats and Christmas treats.

t own
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