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VIRTUALWORSHIP 
SCHEDULE 

 
 

Sunday at 9:45 AM 
Virtual Sunday School 

 

 Sunday at 11:00 AM 
 Virtual Morning Worship 

 

Wednesday at 7:00 PM 
Virtual Sardis Academy 

 

 

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

More than two thousand years ago, thou-

sands of miles away, in an upper room, 

Jesus shared a simple meal with a couple 

dozen of his closest friends. He told them 

that the bread and cup were for them; he 

told them that he loved them; he told 

them that each time they gathered in the  

same manner, his spirit would be there. 

The spirit of that first table has drifted 

through space and time, spanning conti-

nents and generations, and sustaining the 

radical hospitality of Jesus.  

On World Communion Sunday, we’ll 

celebrate the global nature of this table. 

Christians around the world will speak 

the ancient words in their own tongues, 

partake in the bread and cup of their na-

tive diets, and somehow, someway, we’ll 

all be connected.    

To honor this global table, our worship 

will include special music, a sharing of 

community from friends around the world 

(Norway, England, Russia, and Africa), and 

an intentional reflection on what Christi-

anity looks, feels, and sounds like in a 

myriad of cultures.  

Bring bread and wine (or juice and crack-

ers) to virtual worship with you on Sun-

day, October 4th. We’ve also sent a mail-

ing through the postal service for you to 

open with friends during the service. 

a  s p i r i t u a l l y  p r o g r e s s i v e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f a i t h  

“May the relationship between man and nature not be driven by greed,  

to manipulate and exploit, but may the divine harmony between  

beings and creation be conserved in the logic of respect and care.” 

~ Pope Francis General audience, Vatican City, April 22, 2015 ~ 

Charlotte is the largest city in the Carolinas and continues to grow in size 

and population, creating major stress on the surrounding natural re-

sources. With supporting leadership from the Wildlife Federation, Char-

lotte Wildlife Stewards work tirelessly to create balance between econom-

ic growth and strong, healthy ecosystems, in support of sustainable and 

livable communities. They work with partners to enhance landscapes and 

restore habitats throughout the region so that they may become 

healthy, thriving ecosystems, as unique and wonderful as the wildlife 

they support.  

The Charlotte Wildlife Stewards will join friends of Sardis Baptist Church 

on October 7th at 7:00 PM to share more information about what they do 

for our community, and to talk to us about making the beautiful Sardis 

Baptist grounds into a Certified Wildlife Habitat. Login details will be 

shared via email prior to the event. 

“Imagine a treatment that would improve your mood, make you smarter, 

keep you healthier and improve your relationships.  How much would 

you invest in that therapy?  

Turns out, there is such  

a thing and best  

of all, it’s free.  

It’s called Nature.” 

~Dr. Lawrence Rosen,  

The Whole Child Center  
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The  

Worship  

Development  

team continues  

to piece together 

plans for the coming 

seasons of Advent and 

Christmas. Their next 

meeting will be held 

virtually on Sunday, 

October 18th follow-

ing worship. Team 

members, please plan 

to stay logged into 

Zoom following the 

service. 

In this age of polarization, there are very few things we can agree  

on, but some things transcend politics. One of those things is the  

right of all people, especially children, to have consistent access to  

food and clean water. It’s not that we have a lack of these things.  

Instead, it’s a problem of resource allocation — and not just in  

places far away from Charlotte. As a matter of fact, nearly one in four   

NC school children are food insufficient, meaning that they aren’t  

sure where their next meal will come from. There are neighbors right here in Mecklenburg  

County that don’t have access to clean water, nor do they have consistent access to super- 

markets that offer the fresh produce and clean foods that children (and adults) need to thrive.  

Again, it’s not for lack of these things. Rather, it’s because of an indifference to waste and resource allocation. The annual 

CROP Hunger Walk of Charlotte, NC (and others like it around the country) provides much needed awareness to the is-

sues surrounding global and local hunger. Although CROP gives us a tangible way to help, the walk’s success isn’t just about 

miles covered or dollars raised. It’s about sustaining intentional behavior to eradicate hunger. When we know where our 

food comes from, how and to whom it’s distributed (or not distributed), and the effect our food practices have on our neigh-

bors, we become more empathetic, more pro-active, and more determined to be good neighbors – neighbors who feed the 

world, not hoard its food.  

In order to keep all participants safe, CROP Walk Charlotte 2020 will be virtual, meaning there will not be a mass gathering. 

Participants will be encouraged to walk on their own on October 11th, and to raise funds supporting the effort. You do not 

have to walk to assist our team. Consider making a donation or sharing our team webpage with friends and family via email 

or social media: www.CropHungerWalk.org/CharlotteNC/SardisBaptistCharlotte. 

 

 

On Sunday, November 1st, we will celebrate All Saints  

Sunday, a time to remember those people who helped  

shape our congregation, as well as the Church Uni- 

versal. During worship, we will recognize the names  

of those persons in our Sardis family whom we’ve lost  

this year: Mary Jane Osborne and Don Hill. 

Please let any Sardis staff member know if you would like to  

honor a loved one who has passed on in the last year. During worship we will read 

the names of Sardis saints. This will be a day of mixed emotions. We experience 

great joy and great grief when we remember our loved ones. But this is also a Sun-

day of power. When we speak the names of our saints, we hasten their spirit, and we 

are reminded that God’s spirit resides in us too! Each time we speak their names, we 

are emboldened to be living saints: people who share their gifts so that others might 

also know God’s fullest presence and widest mercies. 

http://www.sardisbaptistcharlotte.org
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    Tyler Criss just celebrated his 11th birthday. This be-

ginning of a new decade of his life has coincided with new 

things in his life. His family recently moved into a new 

home, in which he has a new room and a new bed. The 

family also has a new car: a Camaro. 

    His new bed is outfitted with sheets with scenes from 

the on-line video game, Fortnite. Playing Fortnite is one 

interest that keeps him busy in his leisure time. The game 

is interactive with other on-line players. Tyler can choose 

from three versions of the game. Save the World is played 

with 4 players who unite against zombie-like creatures. 

Battle Royale involves 100 opponents in which the last 

player standing wins. Creative allows the gamer to con-

struct his own worlds and battle situations.   

    Building with Lego blocks is another favorite pastime. 

He particularly enjoys sets in which he can build vehicles: 

cars, helicopters, etc. Tyler likes to read and particularly 

enjoys Aliens for Breakfast, a favorite of his dad’s when he 

was growing up.   

    Tyler attends Hawk Ridge Elementary School (at pre-

sent, lessons are on-line with Zoom.) Math is the subject 

that he likes best. He is the son of Dan Criss, who is mar-

ried to Sarah Bowlin Criss. Having a new mom is another 

new thing in his life.  The Crisses recently celebrated their 

second anniversary.  

Sarah, Tyler, Meemaw (AKA Meliss Bowlin), and Dan Criss 


