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Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus (I love

anybody with an -aeus in their name!), a

blind beggar whom Jesus heals in Jericho.

Like others, "His faith has made him well." 

We have to be very mindful of healing stories. In the
First Century, there is enormous stigma around

disability and disease -- they are too closely tied to
sin. What kind of wholeness and healing is Jesus
inviting us into? And how are we claiming these

stories today in healthy ways? 

Bob's word of the
week: MArk

best name favorite story
Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mother of
James, and Salome, bring spices to the

empty tomb to prepare the body of
Jesus. They are the first to experience
Easter, and they are afraid, and silent,
even. The author ends it there. We are
left to imagine to whom they first told

the story, and how they found the
courage to tell it. 

unique to
mark 

Messianic Secret--
Jesus asks the
disciples to be silent
about his work
No Birth Story -- We
meet Jesus as an adult 
Urgency and Pace--
Mark is the shortest
gospel; We hear more
why than who. 

troublesome stories themes (Some, not all!)
Jesus as the Son of Man; God as an agent

of transformation and ultimate authority;

Urgency; Seeing discipleship in the

margins; Conflict of systems. 

If Mark were a band, it would be named...
These are chaotic times, some might even say dire straits, who just
happen to have a lead singer named Mark Knopfler (also not a bad
prank-caller!). the band is most famous for the song sultans of swing 

The Gospel According to Mark was composed more than 4
decades after the death of Jesus. This community was as far

removed from the life of Jesus as we would be from 1981 in 2022. 

Death of Jesus

34 CE

Composition of Mark 

75 ce

Present Day,
Charlotte, NC

2022 CE

41 YEARS 

41 YEARS 
DeLorean Debuts 

MTV Debuts 

Ric Flair = World Champ 

coolest character
Jesus encounters and heals, Legion, a

man, who is possessed by many demons.

The demons are redirected into a herd of

two-thousand swine, and they run off a

cliff and into the sea. Yikes! 

Is
Amandathere? 


